96          THE STORY OF SWAMI RAMA
I   told   Swamiji   that   in   his   lecture on Bhakti,
he was   not yet at his best.    It was then after
this, that his lecture on Vedanta was announced."
This   visit   of   Swami    Vivekananda,   no   doubt,
strengthened   the   silent   ambitions of the young
Swami Rama of leading the life of a monk, and to
go   round   the    world,    preaching    Vedanta   like
Vivekananda.    Swami   Vivekananda had already
defined Vedanta from a practical point of view and
just as modern educated India, by the contact of
the West, has discovered the greatness of Bhagavad-
Gita in its gospel of duty, so did Swami Vivekananda
interpret Shank aracharya's Advaita Vedanta Philo-
sophy in the terms of Bhakti,  Karma and even
patriotism   and   humanity.   Swami   Vivekananda
was the first to apply  Vedanta  even to politics.
And it was after meeting with Swami Vivekanartda,
that  Swami Rama made up his mind definitely,
He had found an exemplar and an interpreter of the
comprehensive kind of Advaita Vedanta that he
was already evolving within himself.   It was the
example of Swami Vivekananda  that gave tongue
to   his   dumb   self-realisation  and then he went
roaming   in   the   Himalayas and he came down
preaching the same practical Vedanta which Swami
Vivekananda preached, but with an inspired madness,
divine,   all his   own.   Swami Rama gave a fresh
and still ampler  interpretation  of Vedanta on the
lines chalked out by Swami Vivekananda.   Swami
Rama,  however,  does  not  command that beauti-
ful language and diction of Swami Vivekananda,